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interests of business. The problem of old age pensions Chapter
could be solved by a federation. Enthusiasts promised xn'
the regulation of trade disputes on a uniform basis in
place of conflicting decisions in each colony on issues
which were common to the whole of Australia. Others,
too sanguine, thought that the federation might dis-
pose of the lands which the colonies had been unable
to develop and to take over the vast northern territory
which South Australia nominally owned. Lawyers sug-
gested that the establishment of a federation would
facilitate the settlement of legal disputes without the
cost of a reference home, and would bring about as-
similation of the interpretation of laws in the several
jurisdictions.
But, beside this long list of arguments of an eco-
nomic character, there was present in the movement
the growing sense of nationality. It alone in the long
run really prevailed over obstacles and secured the
establishment of the federation. The British Govern-
ment was throughout sympathetic, but the time had
passed when it could have exercised any decisive
influence on the course of events, as it undoubtedly
had done in the case of Canada. It served, however, a
useful purpose in securing the accession of Western
Australia to the federation, though it may be feared
that the State now regrets its decision. This sense of
national destiny had been injured by the refusal of the
British Government in 1883 to secure New Guinea for
Australia and to prevent the establishment of France
in the New Hebrides, and this had something to do
with the energy with which in some quarters stress was
laid on the necessity of the Australian colonies freeing
themselves from a position in which they could not